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WILDLIPR AND CROPS BEKZE’IT IZEXX IAN&USE: PROGRAM 

Row modern farm management, soil building and conserving crop rotations, 

liming, fertilizing, and border plantings of trees, shrubs and lespedeza p,ay 

dividends in wildlife by increasing populations of birds and mammals which the 

land c<an carry on was shown recently in a Pittman-Robertson project in Ohio, the 

U, S, Fish and Wildlife Service reports, 

This cooperative project, the Old&or Wildlife Restoration Unit, is a 140 
acre farm near Russell, Ohio. Purchased by the state with the help of P-R funds, 
the unit is to be farmed by modern methods <and used as a demonstration of farm 
game man,agcment D The funds for the acquisition and dcveloIment of the f,arm 
come from the excise tax on sporting arms and mmunition, from which Congress 
annually makes an appropriation which is then ,apportioned to the states. 

A four-year rotation involving corn, small grain and two years of meadow 
was adopt od on the farm. Woodlands were no longer used as pasture, ,-nd addi- 
tional pl,ultings of trees and shrubs were made. 
some fences, 

Mult if lora rose hedges replaced 
and lespedeza pl,antings were m,ade in formor waste areas, such as 

turn-rows, gullics,and border plots. 

The Ohio Division of Wildlife reports that as a result of this work, the 
populations of wildlife-almost non-existent previously--jumped in the first 
year to three cottontrails per acre, five squirrels per <acre of woods, <and a 
summer nesting population of qunil at one bird per five acres. In addition, a 
thretiacre farm pond was complete+to which some muskrats migrated. 

This summer ppulations of small animals had doubled, quail reached a peak 
of one bird per two acres, pheasants <and woodcock multiplied, wood ducks and 
coot nested near the pond, six muskrat houses were built on the pond, and fox 
squirrels, woodchucks and racoons were plentiful, In caddition, migrating ducks 
of seversal. species had used the pond in the spring, and bluebirds ,and other song- 
birds nested on the farm, 

The Service emphasizes that farm and wildlife management, such ns 
practiced on the Oldaker unit? benefit the fnrr;ler by giving him increased recre- 
a.t ional opportunities, a possible scale of fur animals, and-most importanL- 
control of soil erosion and prevention of loss of fertility by leaching of the 
soils, In ,addition, field mice which destroy corn shocked in fields, lose their 
habitat when waste grass strips are converted to hedgerows. 
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